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Mesa Regional

Family History Center 

Research Consultant Training

Lesson 3

U.S. Census Records

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp
https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Main_Page
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Learning Objectives

At the completion of this lesson, you will be able to:

1. Understand the information and use of census 

records

2. search census records online websites

3. explain the different types of information 

listed in each census year.

4. help patrons analyze the census information 

and use it to follow further research in other 

areas 

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp


MRFHC Research Consultant Training 

Revision D, 1 Jan 2009Revision A, 1 June 2007           Revision F, 1 Jan 2010

REMEMBER!!
1. IDENTIFICATION

2. KNOWN TO THE UNKNOWN

3.LOGS AND DOCUMENTS

4. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

5.ñBEST EVIDENCEò

7. FAMILIAL FRAMEWORK

6. RECORDS FAMILIARITY

Revi

sion 

3

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp
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4

http://labs.familysearch.org/

Research Wiki

FamilySearchWiki 

is a large, on-line 

library where you 

can find thousands 

of articles and how-

to instructions about 

doing family history.

The Wiki Reminder

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp
http://labs.familysearch.org/
https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Main_Page
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The decree that Caesar sent out was for 

tax purposes. 

ñthat all the world 

should be taxed.ò 

Luke 2:1

Census:Latin - meaning a count of 

people & their property for tax purposes

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp
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Census-type records have 

been around for a long timeé

Chinese Taxation Record 2275 BC

England Taxation Record 

1086 AD William the 

Conquerorôs Domesday

Book

Incan ñQuipus Stringò 1500 AD

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp
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Åknotted-string devices that were used for 

record-keeping in the Inca empire. 

Årecorded statistical information (e.g., census 

data and tribute records).

Årecorded "cues" that were consulted by Inca officials to 

recount genealogies, histories and other types of narratives. 

ÅThey were replaced by written 

documents soon after 

the Spanish conquest 

of the Inca empire 

(beginning in 1532).

Quipu ("knot") 

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp
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U.S. Census Records

ÅA Federal Census was taken every 10 years since 1790

ÅThere were State Censuses taken

ÅColonial & Territorial Censuses

ÅVeterans Census, 1840 & 1890

ÅMortality Schedules exist for 1850, 1860, 1870, 1880 & 

some states in 1885

ÅLDS Church Census, 1914, 1920-60 every 5 yrs

ÅNon-Population Censuses 

ÅThere are other censuses including church censuses

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp
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ÅCensus Records are kept by most countries  

ÅDetails for countries may be found in the Research Outlines    

ÅOutlines are available for purchase in the MRFHC Copy 

Room

ÅOutlines may also be found on the ñFamilysearchò web site                                                                                                                   

Foreign Census Records Today

From the FamilySearchhome page:

Å Click SEARCH

Å Click Research Helps

Å Click Sort by Document Type

Å Click Research Outline

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rhelps.as

p?Page=./research/type/Research_Outline.asp&ActiveTab=Type

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp
http://www.familysearch.org/eng/default.asp
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rhelps.asp?Page=./research/type/Research_Outline.asp&ActiveTab=Type
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rhelps.asp?Page=./research/type/Research_Outline.asp&ActiveTab=Type
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WHY SEARCH CENSUS 

RECORDS  ?
ÅLocates people in a time and a place 

ÅThey contain valuable information

ÅMost people are listed

ÅReadily Available

ÅEasy to Search

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp

