Lesson 5
newFamilySearch

Organizing information by person
Compare, Combine & Separate
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= Spiritual Reflection: New Technologies in Family History Work
"It i5 unlikely that we can accomplish the temple work
that must be done if we continue to rely upon
individual research alone. In recent years we have
maoved into the computer age. New technology is
progressing rapidly. The time has come for us to take
advantage of this remarkable mechanism which the
Lord has made available to us "
(Royden . Derricle, "The Heritage of Royal
Families" Ensgign, May 1979, 27 )
In what ways have new fechnologies
Elder Royden G. Derrick & helpad vou with vour family histan”
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How the New FamilySearch Organizes Intormation

nUSp Moys
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&gmi‘l; SEARCH.

All information in FamilkySearch is based on records. Birth certificates, marriage
certificates, schoal records and any other type record imaginable. FamilySearch
arganizes the information from these documents to identify individuals and make it
possible to prepare the names for temple ordinance wiork to be done.
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Here we see three records for Charles Kirchner and family, a aan] ————R
marriage license for Charles and his wife Alvena, a birth certificate
for their son Jesse, and a death certificate for Charles.
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From each of these records we can find e o

information about more than one individual.
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From the marriage license we have a
record for both Charles and Alvena
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On this birth certificate, in addition to Jesse, his (a8 —a——

parent's names also appear
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From Charles' death certificate we have Charles, Alvena, (aa (8 o
and Charles' parents John Kirchner and Mary Sack.
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Aswe enter the information from these records into Ll a

FamilySearch we create virtual folders for these individuals.
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Each person in a pedigres [a](n] ———4

has their own folder.
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Aswe do more research and find more information about our
ancestors we will have a more complete record, and eventually we
willl hawve enough information to qualify individuals for temple worl.
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Duplicate Information
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Dne advantage of using the new
Family=earch is that it has been designed to
organize information by person. Multiple
records for one individual can be created in
the following circumstances:

*  More than one contributor provides the (}&
same information about an individual. -

*  The same information was listed in
different databases, such as Ancestral
Filz and Pedigres Resource File.

You can search to see if there are possible
duplicates for any individual in the new
Family=earch. The new FamikSearch
compares not only the information about
individuals but also information about the
individuals' spouses, children, and parents to
decide If records match. If the new
FamilySearch finds possible duplicates, it will
let you decide if the twio records are for the
same individual.

Combining all information about an
individual into one file reduces the
duplication of temple ordinance waork.

Zombining records about the same individual
is essential to reducing duplication of temple
ordinances.
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When you search records and find several
about one person, ask:

9 "Arethese records about the same
=" individual?" ‘ﬁ

If the answer s yes, then you should
combine the information.

Mothing is lostwhen you combine I
information about an individual. The new ‘
FamilySearch keeps all the data from the *
original records,

The new FamilySearch preserves all
infarmation, both correct and incorrect,
about one individual in one location 5o

others will be able to see all the information If all these records are for the same individual,
about that individual . the information should be combined.
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To decide if individuals are the same, carefully
compare the following types of information:

*  Family members, including parents, brothers,
sisters, spouses, and children

*  [ames
+  Dates ]
*  Places

“ﬁ% RCH,

M

If the individuals are the same, combine the
information even if you think some of itis
incorrect. You can always dispute what you feel s
incorrect information and worlo with other
contributors to correct it I you do not combine the
information, temple ordinances and research
might be duplicated.

MNote: VWWhenyou search for duplicate records, be
careful when you compare them. The list of
search results will contain records that look like
the same individual but are not duplicate records.
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Two Steps to Combme an Individual's Information
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Zombining duplicate records involves two steps:

1. Find possible duplicates.
2. Compare the possible duplicates, and indicate if
they are for the same individual.

Mow rejoin John Gulley as he searches for possible

his ancestors.

duplicate records and combines those records for ‘—?
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* Find Possible Duplicates
= The new FamilySearch provides several ways that you can
find duplicate records:
*  The new FamilySearch automatically finds some
possible duplicates for you.
+  Asvyoulook at a famiky, you may see the same
individual more than once. You can then indicate which
individuals in the family are the same.
*  You can search for possible duplicates.
Note: YWWhen you add new individuals to the new
Family>earch, it automatically looks for possible
duplicates and allows you to compare and combine them.
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Johnwants to correct any records in his pedigree that are not correct. He goes to the new FamilySearch and begins searching for
possible duplicate records and finds duplicate records for Isaac Hall.

To see this task demonsiraled, click Guided Practice. After vou have completed the Guided FPractice, click Advanced Practice.
To print a step-by-step handout ofthis fask click Handout

Exercises Help Us Resolve These Possible Duplicates ewn
|_ Guided Practice v Mame | Birth Birthplace Death
Date Date
I_ Acvanced Practice i Isaac | 24 March GREAT 2a
Hall 1812 | STAUGHTOMN HUMTINGDOMN ENGLAND | August
1891
_ _ 1.| lzaac 24 Gt. Staughton, Huntington, Eng. These are probably
Printed Materials Hall | Movember duplicates.
1812 Please compare records
carefully before yvou
@ Handout (images and text) 2 | |saac cnmbinithem. ¥
Hall

@ Handout (Text anly)
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%% John Gulley | Sign Out ¥
FAMILYSEARCH. Home Me and Ny Ancestors Search Add Information Temple Ordinances
&9 Help with This Page

Welcome John Gulley

Help Me Get Started with Family History
Learn How to Use Familysearch

See Me and My Ancestors

Search forﬁestors 54 FAMI ,\YM ARCH
Add Inform]

Temple Orf  Step 1: Click See Me and My
Ancestors.

Signinto k
Update My User Profile
GEDCOM Files That | Added

Help Center

Families and individuals that are reserved for
temple ordinances (see list]
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