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Spiritual Retlection: Family History Data

nUSp Moys

"At the dedication of the lower story of the St George Utah Temple, on January 1,
187 7—the very year that President Erigham Young died—he said:

"“What do you suppose the fathers would say if they could spealk from the dead?
Would they not say, "¥YWe have lain here thousands of years, here in this prison house,
wiaiting for this dispensation to come?™ .. What would they whisper in our ears? Why,
if they had the power the wvery thunders of heaven wiould be in our ears, it we could
realize the importance of the work we are engaged in. All the angels in heaven are
looking at this little handful of people, and stimulating them to the salvation of the
hiuman family . When | think upon this subject, lwant the tongues of seven thunders to
wiake up the people ™

Elder Melson continued,

"The purpose of family history wiorldis to obtain the names and data of our ancestors
so that temple ordinances can be performed in their behalf.”

Elder Russel M. Nelson (Russell M. MNelson, "Young Adults and the Temple " Ensign, Feb. 2006, 15)

9 Why s it impotant that names and data showld be locatfed in
one unified sysfem?
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44 Lesson 6: GEDCOM Files

What 1s a GEDCOM?

GEDCOM is an acronym that stands for:

| nuejy moys

GEnealogical Data COMmunications

GEDCOM s a standardized file format that allows different
genealogical programs to share data. It is used to transfer data from:

+  One computer to another.
*+  One genealogical software program to another.
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~4a Lesson 6: GEDCOM Files

GEDCOM Files and the New FamilySearch

One of the ways to contribute information to the new FamilySearch is
by importing a GEDCOM file from another family history program.

1 nusy moys

The new FamilySearch accepts GEDCOM files from commonly used
family history computer programs, such as the following examples:

Personal Ancestral File (PAF)
Ancestral Quest -
Legacy Family Tree o Bocr LR
Roots Magic R setral Fle
Family Tree Maker YU

. * - * *

v
N\

The new FamilySearch also accepts TempleReady files that have
a .SUB extension.
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GEDCOM Files and the New FamuilySearch (cont.)

A GEDCOM file has a .ged extension. For example, a file might be
called guifey.ged. The new FamilySearch accepts .ged files.

1 nusy moys

The new FamilySearch does not accept the following file types:

+  PAF
.« 7P
+  BAK

These are files that Personal Ancestral File (PAF) uses directly
within its program.
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~4a Lesson 6: GEDCOM Files

GEDCOM Files and Duplication

Where possible, GEDCOM uploads should be from PAF S or
other programs that have unique record serial numbers for each
individual. In some cases, the new FamilySearch will
automatically reconcile your previous contributions with your newy
one. If you don't use one of these programs, the system will =
create duplicate records, which you will have to combine 2
manually. The following programs also use unique record serial :
numbers or a GUID (Global Unique Identifier):

1 nusy moys

*  Legacy Family Tree 5.0
or higher

* Roots Magic

* Ancestral Quest
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~42 Lesson 6: GEDCOM Files

GEDCOM Files and Duplication (cont. )

The new FamilySearch database draws from many sources. As
aresult, it is possible that some of the records from your
GEDCOM file may already exist in the new FamilySearch
database. Before importing your GEDCOM file, be sure to
perform a search to verify that the records do not already exist
within the new FamilySearch. This will also help reduce the
duplication of records.
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Commonly Asked Questions

Eelow are some commonly asked questions concerning GEDCOMs.

To see answers fo these commaonly asked guestions, click each ofthe Images below.

Question 1: Cuestion 2: Chuestion 3: Cuestion 4:
What will happen to Howe big can rmy Will the new FamilySearch  Can | download information fram the new
my GEDCOM file? GEDCOM file be? change my information? FamilySearch to Personal Ancestral File?

Question 1: What will happen to niy GEDCOM file?
YWyhen you contribute a GEDCOM file to the new FamilySearch, the following things happen:

*  Ifyour name was in the GEDCOM file, the new FamilySearch will automatically connect the individuals to your family pedigree.

*  Ifyour name was not in the GEDCOM file, your information is added to the new FamilySearch database.

*  You canview temple ordinances that need to be done on your family pedigree. Ordinances are not automatically reserved for you
unless specified in the preferences. Refer to lesson 20 Registration, for preference settings.

*  The new FamilySearch determines what information should be published, based on whether any names inyour file appear to be
those of living individuals.

*  The new FamilySearch will keep your GEDCOM information. The information can be searched a few hours after it is uploaded.

*  You can see possible matches and combine individuals.

*  The new FamilySearch will add people who are deceased to its database. To protect rights of privacy, the new FamilySearch
autormatically considers that any individual who was born within the last 110 years is alive unless his or her death information is
recorded.  IFyou contribute information about people who are still alive, the new FamikySearch will display the information onby to you.

1= | >
@ 2007 Irtellectusl Reserve, Inc. Al rights reserved. Page 10of 15 | CONTENTE BACK nexT
@ i Internet FH
@ FamilySearch: H... @ https: finew.fa. .. @ http:flds. netdi... Microsoft Power ... B g ﬁ .@,. 5:54 AM



[

RS O N E L T E NS DS ErOS0Ti LEeT e L i e EE

L Sl R T el N SN T e N N S R TN BE Flall
X [#]

Commonly Asked Questions

Eelow are some commonly asked questions concerning GEDCOMs.

| nuejy moys

To see answers fo these commaonly asked guestions, click each ofthe Images below.

Question 1: Cuestion 2: Chuestion 3: Cuestion 4:
What will happen to Howe big can rmy Will the new FamilySearch  Can | download information fram the new
my GEDCOM file? GEDCOM file be? change my information? FamilySearch to Personal Ancestral File?

Question 2: How big can my GEDCOM file be?
Your GEDCOM file may be up to 1 ME (megakytes).

If the file is too big, you will receive an error message. When a GEDCOM file exceeds the maximum size [imit, you will need to
create two GEDCOM files in order to import all of the information into the new FamilySearch.

o
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¢ Commonly Asked Questions
O
=
= Below are some commonly asked questions concerning GEDCOMs.
To see answers fo these commaonly asked guestions, click each ofthe Images below.
Cuestion 1: Chuestion 2: Cuestion 3: Cluestion 4:
What will happen to Howe big can rmy Will the new FamilySearch  Can | download information fram the new
my GEDCOM file? GEDCOM file be? change my information? FamilySearch to Personal Ancestral File?
Question 3: Will the new FamilySearch change my information?
The new Family>earch will not change your information. The contributor is the only person who can change his or her information.
Howewer, others can add to your information, dispute it, or combine it with other information,
=
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¢ Commonly Asked Questions
s
= Below are some commonly asked questions concerning GEDCOMs.
To see answers fo these commaonly asked guestions, click each ofthe Images below.
Cuestion 1: Cuestion 2: Cuestion 3: Cluestion 4:
What will happen to Howe big can rmy Will the new FamilySearch  Can | download information fram the new
my GEDCOM file? GEDCOM file be? change my information? FamilySearch to Personal Ancestral File?
Question 4: Can I download information from the new FamilySearch to Personal Ancestral File?
Itis not possible to download or export information from the new FamilySearch. You can update your records by printing information
found inthe new FamilySearch and manually entering the information into your PAF or other database. You can also update your
records by copying your information from the new FamilySeach and pasting it into your PAF database.
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g Task: Contribute a GEDCOM File
E_.. John Gulley created a GEDCOM file from Personal Ancestral File and would like to contribute it to the new FamilySearch. This is
demonstrated beloy.
To see this fask demonsiraled, click Guided Practice. After vou have completed the Guided Fractice, click Advanced Practice.
To print a step-by-step handout ofthis fask click Handout
Exercises
_ 2 Feedback | < Print | @ Help
[ Guided Practice
Contribute a GEDCOM File
I_ Advanced Practice Select the GEDCOM File
If the GEDCOM file is not stored on your hard drive, please insert the foppy disk,
compact disc, or other storage device that the file 1s stored on
Prnted Materials Salect the GEDCOM file that you want to contribute.
Lecation and file name [[Browse..
@ Handout (images and text)
EIH:P. Cunlinue
@ Handout (Text anly)
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John Gulley | Sign QOut »

e and My Ancestors Add Infarmation Temple Ordinances

0 Help with This Page

Welcome John Gulley

Help Me Get Started with Family History
Learn How to Use Familysearch

See Me and My Ancestors
Search for Ancestors

Add Information

Temple Ordi

Signintol Step 1: Click Add Information.
Update M

Help Center

__;M Families and individuals that are reserved far
' temple ordinances (see list)
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G Send us feedback | Help Center | Conditions of use | Privacy policy
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e and My Ancestors Add Infarmation

Add Information

Add a Family or Individual That Is Connected to My Family
Tree (Go to Me and My Ancestors)

Add a Family That Is Mot Connected to My Family Tree
Add an Individual That Is Not Connected to My Family Tree
| - Contribute a GEDCOM File

Step 2: Click Contribute a
GEDCOM File.

-
- E]
John Gulley | Sign Out »

Temple Ordinances

0 Help with This Page
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=ign Out »

Feedback | < Print | @ Help

Contribute a GEDCOM File © Help Close X

Qve rViEW Common Questions
What is a GEDCOM file?

Is there a limit to the size

Step 1: Select the GEDCOM file. EELILLE LT

Step 2: Wait for the GEDCOM file to be added. contribute?

Step 3: Review the resulis of your contribution. can | download
information from the new

. : . . . _ _ _ FamilySearch to my
Note: We will combine your information with information that is already in the system. personal family history

All of your information will be preserved. We will include your sources and notes but not program?
any multimedia files {pictures, video clips, etc.).

Below are the 3 steps to contribute your GEDCOM files.

What happens when |

_ : : contribute a GEDCOM
Back file?

If | don't have a GEDCOM
file, how can | contribute
my information?

Step 3: Click Continue.
More questions

Owverviews and quides

For additional help, visit the
Help Center.

- beta2pri.familysearch.org @& .
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rch: Contribute GEDCOM Select - Mozilla Firefox

Feedback | < Print | @ Help

Contribute a GEDCOM File @ Help Close ]
Select the GEDCOM File Common Questions

What is a location and file
If the GEDCOM file is not stored on your hard drive, please insert the floppy disk, name?

compact disc, or other storage device that the file is stored on. TSN TS TR ST e T

Select the GEDCOM file that you want to contribute. What do | do if my

GEDCOM file is on
Location and file name | | Browse.. | several floppy disks?

verviews and guides

Step 4: Click Browse. [' additional help, visit the
elp Center.

- beta2pri.familysearch.org @& .
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L https://betapri.familysearch.org - FamilySearch: Contribute GEDCOM Select - Mozilla Firefox E]@

ile Up edback | =4 Print | @ Help

| his P
Loak in: |@Desl€tnp O T £ - s

9 Help Close [X]
=) My Documents Malpar 5 E]visio _
' My Computer p|powerpaint £ VPN Client ommon Questions
&d My Network Places BrealPlayer B winsces What is a location and file
- Adabe Acrobat 7.0 Professional ) Skype Edwws_TRavs| || name?

ED ltova XMLSpy 5] word What does Browse mean?
€3 Captivate Coev _
What do | do if my

@Dreamweaver IChmMusIC :
i) Firefox E3)ELEARNING GEDCOM file is on

several floppy disks?
£ Firewarks 3 [=%a=t PPy
T Py : . .
fdFizsh @l guided_practice.cp [bverviews and quides

My Documerts E} GroupWise ﬁIE Il
8 Tunes [P miFopaTH or additional help. visit the
22105 Scriptures (B inquisite el
ML=ctors 23)M TRAVIS
(&% Nero | MewFamilySearch.ged

1y |

File name: |NewFamiI1_.rSearc:h.ged

Step 5: Selectthe GEDCOM file. For this
Flles of type: (Al Fies example, select NewFamily Search.ged.

- beta2pri.familysearch.org & .
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Rt ign Out »
L https://betapri.familysearch.org - FamilySearch: Contribute GEDCOM Select - Mozilla Firefox E]@

ile Up edback | =4 Print | @ Help

| his P
Loak in: |@Desl€tnp O T £ - s

9 Help Close [X]
. [ My Documents Malpar 5 E]visio _
l__,] ' My Computer p|powerpaint £ VPN Client ommon Questions
R &d My Network Places BrealPlayer B winsces What is a location and file
- Adabe Acrobat 7.0 Professional ) Skype Edwws_TRavs| || name?

ecent
= £ altova XMLSpy W] wiard What does Browse mean?
[£ £2) Captivate (Syoev What do | do if my
Dreamweaver MUSIC )
Diesktop gFirEﬁ:x (=) GEDCOM file is on
¢

[EDELEARNING i disks?
£ Firewarks 3 [=%a=t SEVeral lioppy disks:
| Flash & guided_practice.cp [bveriews and quides
My D.ncuments E}GrnupWise ﬁIE Il
8 Tunes [P miFopaTH or additional help. visit the
22105 Scriptures (B inquisite elp Center.

Ej AlLectors E3IM_TRAVIS
: & Nero [ NewFamilysearch.ged

1y |

My

File name: |NewFamiI1_.rSearc:h.ged Open

Files of type: |,’-‘-.|| File= [ Cancel

Step 6: Click Open.

- beta2pri.familysearch.org & .
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Feedback | < Print | @ Help

Contribute a GEDCOM File © Help Close [

Select the GEDCOM File Common Questions

What is a location and file
If the GEDCOM file is not stored on your hard drive, please insert the floppy disk, name?

compact disc. or other storage device that the file is stored on. T T TR T TR e T

Select the GEDCOM file that you want to contribute. What do | do if my

GEDCOM file is on
Location and file name |C:1D0cuments and Settit {Browse.. { | several floppy disks?

Overviews and quides

For additional help, visit the
Help Center.

Step 7: Click Continue.

- beta2pri.familysearch.org @& .
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) Feedback | < Print | @ Help
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Contribute a GEDCOM File © Help Close [

Select the GEDCOM File Common Questions

What is a location and file
If the GEDCOM file is not stored on your hard drive, please insert the floppy disk, name?

What does Browse mean?

What do | do if my

GEDCOM file is on
We are receiving your GEDCOM file. This could take several floppy disks?

quite a hit of time, depending on the size of your
GEDCOM file and your Intermet connection speed. Overviews and quides

Please Wait.

For additional help, visit the
Help Center.

Waiting for beta2pri. familysearch.org... | beta2pri.familysearch.org %
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rch: GEDCOM File Received - Mozilla Firefox
Feedback | < Print | @ Help

Contribute a GEDCOM File © Help Close [

F“E RECEiUEd Common Questions
What happens when |

File name: MewFamilySearch ged contribute a GEDCOM
Date contributed: December 28, 2006 file?

What determines how
quickly my file is
You might now be able to see the results of this file. processed?

What happens if | click
I iSee the results nowt I See the resulis later "See results later"? Will
this screen close?

Overviews and quides

We have received this file and are processing the information.

Step 8: Click See the results now. For additional help, visit the
Help Center.
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