
GEDCOMs & newFamilySearch

Guidelines for Submission



When to Submit a GEDCOM

 After you have searched for an ancestor or 
descendent through the FIND link.

 If your ancestor or descendent is NOT a 
member of the Church and has NEVER had 
any Temple work done.

 If your ancestor or descendent has NOT 
been submitted to the Ancestral File or 
Pedigree Resource File.

 In other words MAKE SURE they are not 
already in the System.



How to Prepare a GEDCOM

1. Open your PAF file and select EXPORT from 

the File Menu.

2. Choose PAF 5 on Export Screen as destination.

3. Checkmark boxes by data you wish to include 

in the GEDCOM.

4. Choose PARTIAL from Selected Individuals.

5. Click on SELECT button.
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How to Prepare a GEDCOM con’t.

6. On the Find Individual Screen, Highlight the 

individual to be the Root Person on the export.

7. Click the dropdown arrow on Relationship 

Filter, choose Ancestors.

8. Click on SELECT button.

9. On Ancestor Screen, make your choices and 

click OK.
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How to Prepare a GEDCOM con’t.

10. Checkmark - Show results only, on Filter List.

11. List shows Individuals to be exported. Repeat 

steps 7 & 8 for different choices.

12. Click OK button.

13. On Export Screen click EXPORT button.

14. On Pop-up Screen use down arrow to choose a 

location to Save GEDCOM.

15. Name GEDCOM file. (delete *.ged)

16. Click EXPORT button.
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How to Submit a GEDCOM

 Go to newFamilySearch and sign in to site.

 Go to Add Information tab and click on 

Contribute a GEDCOM.

 Follow instructions and use the browse 

button to link to your GEDCOM.

 GEDCOMs must be small and have 

completely NEW information.



Why GEDCOM Submissions are 

limited and not encouraged

 A large GEDCOM will overload the system.

 If your family has been in the LDS Church for 
more than a generation they will most likely be 
in the data base. You need to Find and Link 
them to you.

 If you add an unnecessary GEDCOM you will 
duplicate your information. You will spend a lot 
of time combining family members.



The End

Thank You


