


Why is
German Research

IMPORTANT ?





24% of the USA Population

has roots in  Germany:



When
Did Our 
German Ancestors
Come to America?



1683 to 1820. 

caused by economic hardships and religious 

persecutions after the Thirty Years War. Many 

of these emigrants were Protestants from 

Southwestern Germany, primarily the 

Rheinland, Westfalen, Hessen, Baden, 

Württemberg, and Elsaß-Lothringen. 
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1820 to 1871. 

This wave of emigration was 

caused chiefly by economic 

hardships, including 

unemployment and crop failures. 

Many Germans also left to avoid 

wars and military service. In some 

cases, government entities 

encouraged poor citizens to 

emigrate. 
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1871 to 1914. 

The number of emigrants increased dramatically 

during this time period. Emigration had become 

more affordable while political and economic 

problems continued. Emigrants came from all areas 

of Germany, including large numbers from the 

eastern provinces of Preußen [Prussia]. Emigrants 

included not only ethnic Germans but also Poles 

and Jews. 
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Finding
The Point
Of Origin
In Germany



Basic Information

Event in his native Country:

Birth, Death, Marriage 

Place of Origin:

Village, Town, City, Country

Relatives in United States:

Parents, Aunts, Uncles, Siblings, 

Friends



Keepsakes:
Family stories, Traditions, Heirlooms, Letters, 

Photographs, Diaries, Journals, etc

Religion:
Protestant Germans ïNorthern Germany

Catholic Germans ïSouthern Germany

Ethnicity:

Immigrants tended to settle in enclaves in 

cities where the language and customs 
were common.

Name Changes:

Many immigrants Americanized their names.

Basic Information



1900 Census


