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Table 13-1. Top US. Ancestry Groups in 1790 and 1990

1790 U.S. Ancestry* 1990 U.S. Ancestry
(Based on Evaluated 179 Census Figures) (1990 U.S. Census)

Number Percentage Percentage
Ancestry Group (1790 Estimate) of Total Ancestny Nornier— ial
English 1,500,000 47.5 German 57,981,710 23.3

African 750,000 19.0 38,735,539

English 32,651,788 13.1

280,000

German African American 23,777,008 9.6
vl 200,000 _ . Hispanic* 17,418,496 7.0
Scottish 160,000 40 Italian 14,664,550 59
Welsh 120,000 30 Franco-American* 13,176,333 5.3
Dutch 100,000 25 Polish 0,366,106 38
French 80,000 20 Native American 8,708,220 35
Native American 50,000 1.0 Dutch 6,227,089 2.5
Spanish 20,000 0.5 Scotch-Irish 5.617,773 2.3
Swedish and other 20,000 0.5 Scottish 5,393,581 2.2
Swedish 4,680,863 1.9
Norwegian 3,869,395 1.6
Russian 2,952,987 1.2

Total U.S, population 4,000,000 100 Total U.S. population 248,708,823 100

* Fispanic compriscs Spanish, Mexicans, and other Latin Americans of S ish ancestry; Franco-American comprises French
(except Basque), Freoch Canadian, and Acadian/Cajun (Bureau of the Census 1993, 1able I).




4% of the USA Population

has roots in _Germany:
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 special
tabulation. American Factfinder at
factfinder.census.gov provides census data

and mapping tools.

Ancestry with largest
population in county

- African American
Aleut/Eskimo
l:] American
:] American Indian
- Dutch

[:] Hispanic/Spanish

- Irish

- Italian

: Mexican
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Chinese (San Francisco County, CA) e
Cuban {Miami-Dade County, FU E
Dominican (New York County, NY) B
Filipino (Kauai and Maui counties, HI) ) P

French Canadian (Androskoggin County, ME) e -
Hawaiian (Kalawao County, HI) [ "
Japanese (Hawaii State; Honolulu County, HI) C

Polish {(Luzerne County, PA)
Portugese (Bristol County, MA and Bristol County, R |
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When
Did Our
German Ancestors
Come to America?




German Immigration

1683 to 1820.

caused by economic hardships and religious
persecutions after the Thirty Years War. Many
of these emigrants were Protestants from
Southwestern Germany, primarily the
Rheinland, Westfalen, Hessen, Baden,
Woirttemberg, and Elsal3-Lothringen.



German Immigration

BALTIC SE&
NORTHSEA

FRANCE Areas of Higest 18th Century Gernman

Recruitment and Emigration. The waterways
AUSTRIA {(Rhine, Mosel, Ruhr, Main, and Neckar Rivers)
were the primary mode of travel from their
villages to Rotterdam in the northwest.

{Gary Horlacher, © 2000)
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German Immigration
1820 to 1871.

This wave of emigration was
caused chiefly by economic
hardships, including
unemployment and crop failures.
Many Germans also left to avoid
wars and military service. In some

! <
cases, government entities HAMBURGAMIRINA LINIE

encouraged poor citizens to
emigrate.



German Immigration
1871 to 1914

The number of emigrants increased dramatically
during this time period. Emigration had become
more affordable while political and economic
problems continued. Emigrants came from all areas
of Germany, including large numbers from the
eastern provinces of Preul3en [Prussia]. Emigrants
Included not only ethnic Germans but also Poles
and Jews.



Finding

The Point
Of Origin

In Germany



Basic Information

Event in his native Country:
Birth, Death, Marriage
Place of Origin:
Village, Town, City, Country
Relatives Iin United States:

Parents, Aunts, Uncles, Siblings,
Friends



Basic Information

Keepsakes:

Family stories, Traditions, Heirlooms, Letters,
Photographs, Diaries, Journals, etc

Religion:
Protestant Germans i Northern Germany
Catholic Germans 1T Southern Germany

Ethnicity:
Immigrants tended to settle in enclaves In

cities where the language and customs
were common.

Name Changes:
Many immigrants Americanized their names.
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