
The Big Four

Census, Vital Records, 

Land & Probate
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Census

×What is a Census
×Information asked to satisfy need of the 

Government

×U.S. Federal Census 1790 to 1930

×State Census ïsporadic

×U.K. and Canada 1841 to 1911

×Used for taxes and population of districts



Census

×Why do we look at a census?

×Gather Family Information

×Names, dates and places

×Glean Clues for further research



1900 Census

1. Birth month and year, age

2. marriage status, years married

3. How many children born and living

4. Birthplace of deceased Father

5. Year of immigration
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