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Cemetery Records

1. The cemetery is sometimes the only 

real evidence of someoneõs life.

2. Cemetery stones are sometimes the 

only recording of  the original 

surname of  an immigrant.



Types of  Cemeteries

Å The Church Burial Yard:

Å Family Burial Plot:

Å Public or Municipal:

Å Commercial Memorial 
Park: 

Å Military Cemeteries:

Akers Family Plot

still common in
some rural areas

e.g. Mesa City Cemetery

for profit businesses

free for veterans
and their spouses

Common until 1940õs.  Made impractical
by high land prices.



Types of  Records

Deeds, like for all real estate, are 
given to  owners of the plat (burial lot)

Å Church Burial Records

Found in church buildings or archives

Å Sextonsõ Records

Official caretaker of cemetery has a
registry of burials and plats

Å Cemetery Deeds and Plats

Å Plat Records

Years ago graves were dug where convenient



Types of  Records Cont.

Extra source of useful written information 

Å Burial Permit Records

State health departments have 
registered burials since 1920

ÅGrave Opening Orders

Most cemeteries keep a record 
of all grave openings

ÅMonuments/Tombstones



Searching a Cemetery

1. Preparation

2. Reading the tombstone.

3. Photographing and recording the 

tombstone.



Preparation

ÅArrive with as much information as 

possible.

ÅRemember family members are usually 

buried in clusters.

ÅSearch all cemeteries in vicinity.

ÅWear comfortable walking shoes.

Be aware that the ground may be uneven,
overgrown with weeds and brush, and that 

snakes and bugs may be lurking nearby.



Shaving Cream and Cemeteries ?

Before After

Weathered and hard
to read

Five minutes after spraying
with shaving cream


