


ÅThese lotteries were unique to Georgia; 

no other state used a lottery system to 

distribute land.

ÅEight times between 1805 and 1833 the 

state of  Georgia held lotteries to distribute 

land given up or stolen from the Creek and 

Cherokee Indians. 



ÅThe largest lots distributed were 490 

acres in the 1805 and 1820 land lottery.

ÅThe smallest lots were the 40 -acre gold 

lots distributed during the Gold Lottery 

of  1832.

ÅLot size varied widely, even in the 

individual lotteries. 



ÅThe òHeadright Systemó was designed to 

prohibit corruption, but in fact it actually 

encouraged it.

ÅBefore 1803 Georgia distributed land 

based on the òHeadright Systemó where 

each head of  a family had the right to 200 

acres of  land for himself  and 50 acres of  

land for each member of  his family, up to 

1000 acres.



ÅAlmost 3/4 of  the land in present -day 

Georgia was distributed under this lottery 

system.

ÅThe first lottery under the new system 

occurred in I805.

ÅDuring early administrations the 

government abused the òHeadright 

Systemó and this led to the adoption of 

the lottery system in May, 1803 under 

governor John Milledge.



ÅThe Georgia General Assembly passed an 

act that authorized the lottery and spelled out 

who would be eligible to participate and what 

the grant fees would be. 

ÅPersons eligible to draw in the 1805 land 

lottery  basically had to be over 21 years old 

and a citizen of the United States and a 

resident of Georgia for one year. There was 

an exception to this rule. A person could be 

younger than 21 if he/she was an orphan or 

the family of an orphan. 



ÅThe eligibility was 

different with each

lottery and the fees

were different for 

each lottery.

ÅEligible citizens registered their names in their county 

of residence and paid a small fee. 

ÅThe land to be 

distributed was surveyed and laid out in districts and 

lots. Then the surveyors sent the district and lot 

numbers to the governorôs office. 

ÅThe names were also sent to the governorôs office at 

the state capital.



ÅThe names were then 

copied onto slips of 

paper called ñticketsò 

and placed in a large 

rotating drum called a 

ñWheelò.

ÅTickets with land-lot 

numbers written on them

were then deposited in a second drum.

ÅBoth drums were spun simultaneously. 

ÅAn appointed Commissioner drew one ticket from 

each drum, and matched the two tickets together.



ÅIf the ticket was blank, the person received nothing.

ÅA ticket that contained a lot number was called a 

ñFortunate Drawò. 

ÅAnyone who received a Fortunate Draw could take 

out a grant for the lot he drew.

ÅAfter paying the grant fee he became the owner of 

the land shown on the matched ticket.

ÅIf for some reason he did not take out a grant, the 

lot reverted back to the state of Georgia to be sold 

to the highest bidder. 




