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Introduction

Spain, Britain, France, and Mexico all had
a large amount of land within the present
day United States

Each country had its own system of land
distribution and record keeping

As each country was trying to usher In
new citizens, previous settlers and their
claims to land would be displaced



The British were the first to honor previous
land claims Iin 1664, a century later it
offered to recognized existing land claims
made by the Spaniards in Florida.

In 1783 Spain offered a similar program to
the British, even though the British had
failed to recognize many of the earlier
Spanish claims as legitimate




France and Spain had similar agreements

More than once the same lands were
transferred between the two nations

Mexico also recorded the claims of
Spanish settlers living there before
secession from Spain in 1821.
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.. Early American Land History

1513

April 2 - Juan Ponce de Leon Claims Florida for Spain
1519

March I Hernando Cortes leads an expedition to Mexico
1526

Summer i Lucas Vazquez de Ayllon establishes the first
European settlement in the present-day United Sates at
San Migel de Guadalupe on the South Carolina coast.

1556

September 81T The Spanish establish the first
permanent European colony in what is now the United
States at St. Augustine, Florida




1587

The nLost foQkelsexang time,
English settlers establish a colony on Roanoke
Island, off the coast of North Carolina.

1598

Juan de Onate begins Spanish settlement of
what is now New Mexico

1607

&7\ 8

i=u ~ |he first permanent English settlement is
founded in Jamestown, Virginia




1632

Charles | granted Lord Baltimore the territory north of
the Potomac River, which later became Maryland

1681

March 4 1 Charles Il granted William Penn a charter to
what is now Pennsylvania

1763

February 10 7 France cedes Canada to Britain under
the Treaty of Pari s ending




1778

December 291 The British invade the deep
South, capturing Savannah, Georgia

1779
Spain declares war on England

1783

September 31 The Paris Peace Treaty gives
the United States all land east of the Mississippi
River, south of Canada, and north of the
Floridas




1801

April 30 1 Jefferson purchases the Louisiana Territory
from Napoleon, acquiring 800,000 sg miles for $15
million.

1835

American colonies in Texas revolt against Mexican rule

1836

March 2 - Texas declares its independence from Mexico

March 6 T Mexican troops storm the Texans at the
Alamo killing 182 men including David Crockett




March 27 1 Santa Anna orders 330 Texas
prisoners executed at Goliad

April 21 7 East of present day Houston, General
Sam Houstonodos troops de
capturing Santa Anna, forcing him to recognize
Texas independence

1845
December 29 1T Texas Is admitted to the Union
as a slave state.




1848

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ends the
Mexican War. The United States acquired
California, Nevada, Utah, New Mexico, and parts
of Arizona, Colorado, Kansas, and Wyoming, all

for the price of $15 mi
million in debts owned

1853

lion and assumption of $3
by Mexico to Americas

Gadsden Purchase. Mexico sells to the United
States 29,640 sg miles of territory south of the

Gila River




1867

March30- 1 Sewar dos | cebox.
to the United States Alaska for $7.2 million on
less than 2 cents an acre.

1898

July 717 President McKinley signs a resolution
annexing Hawali




Map lllustrates How the U.S. Acquired the Land



