
U.S. Military

Records

Mesa Arizona Regional  Family History CenterRevision: B, 01 July 2006 1

U.S. Military Records

Help Guide



U.S. Military

Records

Mesa Arizona Regional  Family History CenterRevision: B, 01 July 2006 2

CONTENTS
Page

Quick Starts 3

Introduction 5

About Records 10

National Archives 12

Ancestry.com 24

Records Selection Table 25

Basic Research Strategy 26

Key Resources 29

SN & SSN 30

Military Forms 32

Service Records 33

Discharge records 33

Pension Records 40

Bounty Lands 42

Draft/Conscription 43

Unit Histories 53

Census Records 54

Cemetery Records 55

National Homes for Vets 58

Vet & Lineage Societies 59

Awards & Decorations 61

Page

Pre 20th Century (Prior to 1900) 62

Colonial Period 63

Revolutionary War 64

DAR 69

War of 1812 77

Indian Wars 80

Mexican War 83

Spanish American War 87

Philippine Insurrection 91

Civil War 94

20th Century (After 1900) 116

WWI 120

WWII 123

Korean War 127

Viet Nam & later 129

Document Change Log 131

Tables/Indexes

Record Selection Table 25

Military Forms Table 32

Revolutionary War Service Records Index 67

Indian Wars Service Records Index 81

Mexican War Service Records Index 84

Spanish War Service Records Index 89

Philippine Insurrection Service Records Index 92

Civil War Service Records Index 101

QUICK STARTS

Revolutionary War 64

Pre-20th Century Other Wars 75

Union Soldier Civil War 94

Confederate Soldier Civil War 96

20th Century 118



U.S. Military

Records

Mesa Arizona Regional  Family History CenterRevision: B, 01 July 2006 3

Quick Starts

The Military Records Quick Starts are designed to help the user get started in researching

their ancestorôs military past.

There are 5 Quick Starts that are set up chronologically:

1. Revolutionary War

2. Confederate Soldier Civil War

3. Union Soldier Civil War

4. Pre-20th Century Other Wars

5. 20th Century

The format is that of a worksheet. The user goes through each suggested step and records

what he/she has learned. The final step is to set up a go-forward plan. Based on what has

been learned, the user can now set up the next steps to continue the research as needed.

NOTE: AS THE USER GOES THROUGH EACH STEP, THIS ACTIVITY SHOULD 

BE RECORDED IN THE RESEARCH LOG FOR THIS ANCESTOR
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Quick Starts (contôd)


