
Probate Records



What Are Probate Records?

Â Probate records are court records created after 
an individual's death that relate to courtôs 

decision regarding the distribution of his estate 
to his heirs or creditors and the care of the 

dependents.
Â In Latin Probate means ñto proveò in court the 

authenticity of a last will and testament.



Why are Wills Important?

ÂAnyone of legal age, sound mind, and 
freedom from restraint had the right to 
leave a will.  

ÂNearly 10% of the pre -1900, adult 
population made one or more wills.  

ÂBecause wills often listed the names of 
many family members, as much as half of 
the population either left wills or was 
mentioned in one.


