Vital Records

The bread and butter of Family History




What 1 s a oVital
(Civil Registration in Canada)

x A record of critical events in our lives
Births, Marriages, and Deaths
Divorces and Adoptions

x Created when the event occurred

x Created by a civil government




Why are Vital Records so

important?

Selecting Record Types

OBJECTIVE RECORD TYPES
To obtain information about Look in the Family History Library Catalog, Locality section for these record types:

First look for: Then look for:

Age ensus, Vital Records, Cemeteries Military Records, Taxation, Obituaries

Birth date Vital Records., Church Records, Bible Records = Cemeteries, Obituaries, Census, News

papers, Military Records
€hurch Records, Census Newspapers, Obituaries, Military Records

Birthplace Vital Records.

City or pari i ; rch Records, Genealogy, Biography, Emigration and Immigration, Vital
Obituaries, Naturalization and Citizenship Records., History

.
Country of foreign birth Census, Emigration and Immigration, Military Records, Church Records, News. x
Naturalization and Citizenship, Vital Records papers, Obituaries

Gazetteers
Vital Records, Cemeteries, Probate Newspapers, Military Records, Court
Records, C Records, Obituaries Records, Land and Property
Divorce ourt Records, Divorce Records Newspapers, Vital Records.
Ethnicity Minorities, Native Races, Societies Church Records, Emigration and Immi- 7
gration, Naturalization and Citizenship r I n an C eS
Historical background History, Periodicals, Genealogy Church History, Minor ities
Immigration or emigrati migration and Immigration, Naturali - Census, Biography, Newspapers, Church
date zation amd.Citizenship, Genealogy Records

Maiden name Vital Records.,
Bible Records

Vital Records., urch Records, Census, Biography, Genealogy, Military Records,
Bible Records Probate Records, Land and Property,

hurch Records, NewspaperdMlilitary Records, Cemeteries, Probate
Records, Obituaries

Marriage

Nobility
Occupation Census, Directories, Emigration and Newspapers, Court Records, Obituaries,
Immigration, Civil Registration, Officials and Employees

Occupatiaons, Probate Records

Parents, children, and other  Vital Records., Church Records, Census, Bible Records, Newspapers, Emigration
family members Probate Records, Obituaries and Immigration, Land and Property

Vilitapy-Records, Biography, Court Records Naturalization and Citizenship, Civil
Registration, Church Records, Emigration
and Immigration, Genealogy, Newspapers

Physieal-description

Placefinding aids Gazetteers, Mas Directories, History, Periodicals, Land
and Property, Taxation

Place (town) of residence Census, Genealogy, Military Records, Biography, Probate Records, History,

when you know only the state Vital Records., Church Records, Directories Land and Property, Taxation

Places family has lived Census, Land and Property, History Military Records, Taxation, Obituaries

Previous research Genealogy, Periodicals, History Biography, Societies, Nobility

(compiled genealogy)

Record-finding aids Archives and Libraries, Sccieties, Genealogy Periodicals

Religion Church Records, History, Biography, Civil Bible Records, Cemeteries, Obituaries,

Registration Genealogy

Outside the United States and Canada, see "Civil Registration" instead of "Vital Records.Vote: Also search thke Family
History Library Catalog, Subject section for key topics in your objective.




History of Vital Record
in the U.S.

x Quality and availabllity varies by region, New Engla
records are best!

% Recording of births and deaths began in the mid
1800s

% Registerprior to 1900zertificatesnow

x States gradually developed statede registration,
usually by early 1900s

x By 1920, most states had
effective registration systems




Birth Records

% Mostly birthregistrationthrough the 1800s
x Name
x Sex
x Date and place
xGWbYBCO BWDbYD (zBYI cyzBz

x Birth certificates usually issued in th& 26ntury,
with additional information

% Birthplace, age, and occupation of parents
x Marriage date and place of parents

x Most restricted of all Vital Records




Marriage Records

x Often the earliestital recordsvailable

% Records of intent to marry
x Bannd’Religious announcement of intent

x IntentionsPCivil announcement of intent

% Marriage bonds Guarantee that a marriage would be legal

x Applications/Licensé®20" century equivalent to banns,
Intentions, and bonds




Marriage Records
(cont 6d)

% Records documenting the marriage

x CertificatedPUsually prepared by the person or office where the
ceremony occurred

% ReturnPFormal return of marriage information to the town or county
clerk

% RegisteiPused by the clerk to record
marriage returns




Death Records

% Early death records (registers) include:
x Name
% Place of death
% Date of death

x 200 century certificates usually add:
% Age or date of birth and place
% Length of residence
x Cause of death
x Burial information




Divorce Records

x Uncommon in some places illegabefore the 2
century

% May Include data on family members
% Marital history
% Property
% Residences
x§722I9ypbYBLO WzbCZD
x Other important events

x Check the Research Outline for a

state to find out where divorce
records are kept




Adoption and Orphan
Records

% Problems in finding records

x Sealed records
x Falsified birth certificates
x Uncooperative relatives

x Sealed records law®eginning in the 1920s
% Purpose was to avoid stigma of illegitimacy rather than anonymity

% Lots of help for the searcher

% adoptions.com/aestatebystate.html
xSBB2I Y (WyBBCz2PEB Mbz %
links to most state records




Finding Vital Records

x United States and State Research Outlines

% Familysearch.org

x Research Helps & Guidelines
x FHL Catalofsearch all levels
% Vital Records IndéxMexico & Scandinavia

% Cyndislist.com

% |International Vital Records Handbook
% ProGenealogists.com
X
X

Ancestry.comnew databases
MRFHC commercial CDs




United States and State
Research Outlines

- | United States

FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTERDAY SAINTS

If you are just beginning research, you may need

some introductory information before using this
outline. You may want to see the video orientation
program and accompanying booklet, Guide to
Research, available at the Family History Library

The “Introduction,” “Basic Search Strategies,” and
“Records Selection Table,” (pp. 1-5) describe the
records at the library and suggest ways to do
research effectively. A map of the United States

Beginning on page 7, the outline lists in
alphabetical order the major records used for Unite
States research. Related topics are grouped in
several sections or categories. For example, birth
certificates, marriage licenses, and death records ar
grouped together under the heading “Vital Records
Wills and estate settlements are grouped together
under “Probate Records.” These headings are the
same as the subject headings used in the library’s

At the end of this outline you will also find a bric
discussion under the heading “Other Records” and
short bibliography of sources under “For Further
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INTRODUCTION

This outline introduces records and strategies that
can help you discover your American ancestors. It
teaches terminology and describes the contents,
uses, and availability of major records. Use this
outline to learn about federal and nationwide
sources, including census, immigration, land,
military, and other records. After studying this
outline, you will be prepared to use the research
outlines available for each state.

Reading.”

Records at the Family History Library

Microform Records

The Family History Library has collected more tha
500,000 microfilms and 90,000 microfiche
containing information about people who have live
in the United States. Most of the library’s records
have been obtained through an extensive
microfilming program. The collection includes
microfilm copies of documents found in county
courthouses, state archives, historical societies,
church archives, and private collections. These
records include:

« Birth, marriage, and death records
» Church records
« Censuses

x Can be purchased at FHC
or downloaded from
Familysearch.com
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