
Vital Records
The bread and butter of Family History
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What is a òVital Recordó?

(Civil Registration in Canada)

×A record of critical events in our lives

Births, Marriages, and Deaths

Divorces and Adoptions

×Created when the event occurred

×Created by a civil government



Selecting Record Types 

OBJECTIVE RECORD TYPES 

To obtain information about- Look in the Family History Library Catalog, Locality section for these record types: 

 
 First look for: Then look for: 

Age Census, Vital Records, Cemeteries Military Records, Taxation, Obituaries 

Birth date Vital Records., Church Records, Bible Records Cemeteries, Obituaries, Census, News 
papers, Military Records 

Birthplace Vital Records., Church Records, Census Newspapers, Obituaries, Military Records 

City or parish of foreign birth  Church Records, Genealogy, Biography, Emigration and Immigration, Vital  
 Obituaries, Naturalization and Citizenship Records., History 

Country of foreign birth  Census, Emigration and Immigration, Military Records, Church Records, News. 
Naturalization and Citizenship, Vital Records     papers, Obituaries 

County origins and boundaries History, Maps Gazetteers 

Death . Vital Records, Cemeteries, Probate Newspapers, Military Records, Court 
 Records, Church Records, Obituaries Records, Land and Property 

Divorce Court Records, Divorce Records Newspapers, Vital Records. 

Ethnicity  Minorities, Native Races, Societies Church Records, Emigration and Immi- 
gration, Naturalization and Citizenship 

Historical background History, Periodicals, Genealogy Church History, Minor ities 

Immigration or emigration  Emigration and Immigration, Naturali - Census, Biography, Newspapers, Church 
date zation and Citizenship, Genealogy Records 

Maiden name Vital Records., Church Records, Newspapers, Military Records, Cemeteries, Probate 
 Bible Records Records, Obituaries 

Marriage Vital Records., Church Records, Census, Biography, Genealogy, Military Records, 
 Newspapers, Bible Records Probate Records, Land and Property, 
 Nobility  

Occupation Census, Directories, Emigration and Newspapers, Court Records, Obituaries, 
 Immigration, Civil Registration,  Officials and Employees 

Occupations, Probate Records 

Parents, children, and other Vital Records., Church Records, Census, Bible Records, Newspapers, Emigration 
family members Probate Records, Obituaries and Immigration, Land and Property 

Physical description Military Records, Biography, Court Records Naturalization and Citizenship, Civil 
 Registration, Church Records, Emigration 
 . and Immigration, Genealogy, Newspapers 

Place-finding aids Gazetteers, Maps Directories, History, Periodicals, Land 
and Property, Taxation 

Place (town) of residence Census, Genealogy, Military Records, Biography, Probate Records, History, 
when you know only the state Vital Records., Church Records, Directories Land and Property, Taxation 

Places family has lived Census, Land and Property, History Military Records, Taxation, Obituaries 

Previous research Genealogy, Periodicals, History Biography, Societies, Nobility 
(compiled genealogy) 

Record-finding aids Archives and Libraries, Societies, Genealogy Periodicals 

Religion Church Records, History, Biography, Civil Bible Records, Cemeteries, Obituaries, 
 Registration Genealogy 

Outside the United States and Canada, see "Civil Registration" instead of "Vital Records." vote: Also search the Family 
History Library Catalog, Subject section for key topics in your objective. 

 

Why are Vital Records so

important?

×Required for

Temple

Ordinances



History of Vital Record

in the U.S.

×Quality and availability varies by region, New England 
records are best!

×Recording of births and deaths began in the mid-
1800s

×Registersprior to 1900,certificatesnow

×States gradually developed state-wide registration, 
usually by early 1900s

×By 1920, most states had

effective registration systems



Birth Records

×Mostly birth registrationthrough the 1800s
×Name
×Sex
×Date and place
×ũŴƅŸƁƇƆ ƁŴƀŸƆ (żƁŶſƈŷżƁź ƀƂƇŻŸƅLƆ ƀŴżŷŸƁ ƁŴƀŸ)

×Birth certificates usually issued in the 20th century, 
with additional information
×Birthplace, age, and occupation of parents
×Marriage date and place of parents

×Most restricted of all Vital Records



Marriage Records

×Often the earliest vital recordsavailable

×Records of intent to marry
×BannsPReligious announcement of intent

×IntentionsPCivil announcement of intent

×Marriage bonds- Guarantee that a marriage would be legal

×Applications/LicensesP20th century equivalent to banns, 
intentions, and bonds



Marriage Records 

(contõd)

×Records documenting the marriage

×CertificatesPUsually prepared by the person or office where the 
ceremony occurred

×ReturnPFormal return of marriage information to the town or county 
clerk

×RegisterPused by the clerk to record 

marriage returns



Death Records

×Early death records (registers) include:
×Name

×Place of death

×Date of death

×20th century certificates usually add:
×Age or date of birth and place

×Length of residence

×Cause of death

×Burial information



Divorce Records

×Uncommon - in some places illegal - before the 20th

century

×May include data on family members

×Marital history

×Property

×Residences

×ŜŻżſŷƅŸƁLƆ ŵżƅƇŻƆ

×Other important events

×Check the Research Outline for a 

state to find out where divorce 

records are kept



Adoption and Orphan 

Records

×Problems in finding records
×Sealed records

×Falsified birth certificates

×Uncooperative relatives

×Sealed records laws - beginning in the 1920s
×Purpose was to avoid stigma of illegitimacy rather than anonymity

×Lots of help for the searcher
×adoptions.com/aestatebystate.html

×ŠƂƂźſŸ (ŴŷƂƃƇżƂƁ MƉżƇŴſ ƅŸŶƂƅŷƆN) P

links to most state records



Finding Vital Records

×United States and State Research Outlines

×Familysearch.org
×Research Helps & Guidelines

×FHL Catalog Psearch all levels

×Vital Records Index PMexico & Scandinavia

×Cyndislist.com

×International Vital Records Handbook

×ProGenealogists.com

×Ancestry.com- new databases

×MRFHC commercial CDs



United States and State 

Research Outlines

×Can be purchased at FHC

or downloaded from

Familysearch.com



Familysearch.org



Research Helps ð

printed guides



Research Guidance ð

worthwhile to read


